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the median case scenario. It could be
even shorter if things are worse.

What are the Republicans doing?
What we are doing is we are spending
right now in 1995 about $400 per month
per beneficiary on Medicare. That will
go up in the year 2000 to about $550 per
month, per beneficiary. That is for one
person over the age of 65 who is getting
the benefits of Medicare.

I say to my colleagues, ‘‘Now you
have really got to believe that that cup
is completely half empty all of the
time and that we must have Federal
Government bureaucrats who are going
to solve all these problems for us, if
you don’t believe that the private sec-
tor with $550 month can deal with Med-
icare.’’
f

WOMEN MUST HAVE SAME
HEALTH CARE RIGHTS AS MEN DO

(Mrs. SCHROEDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker,
today, many of us are introducing a
bill to protect women’s health and the
constitutional right to choose. It sad-
dens me that this bill is necessary.

Mr. Speaker, I am one of the few
Members who was here when Roe ver-
sus Wade came down and we started fi-
nally getting politics out of doctors’ of-
fices and medical schools, and we said
to politicians, ‘‘Really women need
some advances in their health care, and
they don’t need political opinions. We
would like medical opinions, the same
kind men get.’’

Well, we made those terrific gains,
and now we see the extremism coming
back in this whole new primary era,
and what is the battleground? The bat-
tleground once is women’s health and
trying to roll us back.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is saying we
will not go back. It codifies the gains
that we have, and we hope every Mem-
ber who believes women should be full
and equal citizens and have the same
health care rights that men should
have will join us in saying to the ex-
treme right: ‘‘No, no, you don’t play in
women’s health care. Keep your poli-
tics somewhere else.’’

We hope many of you will join us in
this bill.
f

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
AND COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE
AND THEIR SUBCOMMITTEES TO
SIT TODAY DURING THE 5-
MINUTE RULE
Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that the following
committees and their subcommittees
be permitted to sit today while the
House is meeting in the Committee of
the Whole under the 5-minute rule: The
Committee on International Relations
and the Committee on Science.

It is my understanding the minority
has been consulted and that there is no
objection to these requests.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?

Mr. WISE. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman is
correct. The Democrat leadership has
been consulted, has not objections to
these requests.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 79,
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
TO PROHIBIT PHYSICAL DESE-
CRATION OF THE FLAG

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 173 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 173
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this

resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 79)
proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States authorizing the Con-
gress and the States to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the United States.
The joint resolution shall be debatable for
one hour equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on the Judiciary. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the joint resolution to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to
recommit. The motion to recommit may in-
clude instructions only if offered by the mi-
nority leader or his designee. If including in-
structions, the motion to recommit shall be
debatable for one hour equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. SOLOMON]
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from California [Mr. BEILENSON], pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks, and to include extraneous mat-
ter.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, this
rule provides a fair and reasonable way
to consider the proposed constitutional
amendment to allow Congress and the
States to prohibit the physical desecra-
tion of the flag of the United States of
America.

Let me go through the steps we will
follow and Members in their offices
should pay attention.

First there is the 1 hour of general
debate on this rule that we are taking
up right now, which is equally divided
between the majority side and the mi-

nority side, half and half. After voting
on the rule, there will then be an hour
of general debate on the proposed con-
stitutional amendment.

That time also is equally divided be-
tween the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
the Judiciary, who happen to be on dif-
ferent sides of the issue: again equal
time, half and half. Then the rule al-
lows for a motion to recommit which
may include instructions if offered by
the minority leader or his designee.

If the motion to recommit includes
instructions, it may be debated for a
full hour under the terms of this rule,
not 10 minutes, a full hour. That hour
would be controlled by a proponent and
an opponent. That hour would be con-
trolled by a proponent and an oppo-
nent. This would be the opportunity for
the minority to offer an amendment or
a substitute and have it voted on in the
House.

For the record, I should note that in
the full Committee on the Judiciary
markup only one amendment was of-
fered, only one, and we should remem-
ber that the proposed constitutional
amendment before us is only one sen-
tence. It is a simple concept.

The proposed amendment says, and I
quote, ‘‘The Congress and the States
shall have power to prohibit the phys-
ical desecration of the flag of the Unit-
ed States of America.’’

That is all the amendment does; it
speaks to principle, not to detail.

Now, while short and simple, this
proposed amendment to the Constitu-
tion carries great significance for me,
and for many veterans, and for large
numbers of patriotic citizens across
this Nation. It is terribly, terribly im-
portant.

I want to express my special thanks
to the chairman of the Committee on
the Judiciary, the distinguished gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. HYDE], and
the subcommittee chairman, the gen-
tleman from Florida [Mr. CANADY], who
have really carried this in the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary. I thank the other
Committee on the Judiciary members
for all their work in moving this
amendment to restore the Constitution
to what it was, and that is exactly
what we are doing, restoring it to what
it was before the Supreme Court made
what I consider to have been a very,
very bad decision back in 1989.

As we begin this historic debate, I
would like to provide some background
on how we got to where we are now.

Prior to the Supreme Court decision
in Texas versus Johnson back in 1989,
48 States, and one has to remember
this, 48 States and the Federal Govern-
ment had laws on the books prohibit-
ing the desecration of that flag behind
you, Mr. Speaker. In the Johnson case
the Supreme Court held that the burn-
ing of an American flag as part of a po-
litical demonstration was expressive
conduct protected by the first amend-
ment to the Constitution.

In response to the Johnson decision,
Congress passed the Flag Protection
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